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Now this almost self-evident principle is wholly ig-
nored alike in our railway legislation and the proceedings
of our companies. Definite as is the purpose with which
the promoters of a public enterprise combine, endless
other purposes no1 dreamed of at the outset are commonly
added to it; and this, apparently without any suspicion
that such & course is altogether unwarrantable, unless
taken with the unanimous consent of the proprietors.
The unsuspecting shareholder who signed the subscription
contract for a line from Greatborough to Grandport, did
so under the belief that this line would not only be a pub-
lic benefit but a good investment. He was familiar with
the country. He had been at some trouble to estimate
the traffic. And, fully believing that he knew what he
was embarking in, he put down his name for a large
amount. The line has been made; a few years of pros-
perity have justified his foresight; when, at some fatal
special meeting, a project is put before him for a branch
from Littlehomestead to Stonyfield. The will of the
board and the intrigues of the interested, overbear all op-
position ; and in spite of the protests of many who like
him see its impolicy, he presently finds himself involved
in an undertaking which, when he joined the promoters
of the original line, he had not the remotest conception
would-ever be proposed. From year to year this proceed-
ing is repeated. His dividends dwindle and his shares
go down; and eventually the congeries of enterprises to
which he is committed, grows so vast that the' first enter-
prise of the series becomes bui a small fraction of the
whole.

Yet it is in virtue of his consent to this first of the
series, that all the rest are thrust upon him. He feels that
there is an injustice somewhere; but, believing in the un-
limited right of a majority, fails to detect it. He does
not see that when the first of these extensions was pro-